Filitalia International Constitution
By-Laws

1/25/2016 
Filitalia International Constitution:
Article I

Name

Section 1.  Name

The name of the organization shall be Filitalia International.

Section 2.  Motto
The motto of this organization shall be “Justice, Humility, and Honesty.”
Section 3. Language 
              The official language of this organization shall be the Italian language.

Article II

Objectives

The objectives of Filitalia International are:

a. - To foster, encourage and promote Italian heritage and culture and language and service to others. 
b. - To improve the conditions, promote the interests and the rights of the Italian Americans by organizing, establishing, promoting and maintaining social, cultural and humanitarian events and activities.
Article III

Membership

Section 1.
a. - Membership in Filitalia International shall consist of Filitalia chapters that have been granted a charter of membership and which continue to foster the aims and objectives of Filitalia International and have not been terminated pursuant to Section 10 of this article.

b. - Any person meeting all qualifications of Article III, Section 3 may be granted a International Sustaining Membership upon the approval of the application by the International Board of Directors, or as directed by it. Members approved in this classification shall have no right to vote or hold office in a Filitalia International or Filitalia Chapter.
Section 2.
A Filitalia Chapter shall be composed of persons with qualifications here in after provided:
a. - That they are residents in good standing of any country in which such chapter is organized.

b. - That they are of good character.

c. - That they are of Italian descent or married to a person of Italian descent.
Section 3.
Membership in chapters shall be designated as active, honorary, and associate.
a. Active - Any person who meets the qualifications set forth in Article III, Section 2 may be enrolled into active membership of a chapter. No person shall be an active member of more than one Filitalia Chapter at any one time. Each Chapter should institute the following class of membership:

i:   Single: person of 18 years old or older not living with the family in the same 
 
     household;

ii:  Family: consist of one (1) or two (2) parents with children over 18 years old 
 
      living at home;


iii: Student: 18-25 years old single who is enrolled in University or College.

b. Honorary - Any person who has a distinguished himself by some meritorious service may be elected to honorary membership in Filitalia International by vote of the Board of Directors, or in a Chapter by majority vote by the general assembly of the Chapter. An honorary member shall not be entitled to hold any office or vote.
c. Associate - An associate member shall have all the responsibilities, privileges and qualifications of an active member except that the chapter board of directors may relieve the associate member of local attendance requirements and committee assignments and such associate member shall not hold any office or vote in a chapter.
Section 5.  Transfers

Any Filitalia member of member chapter may transfer membership in his present chapter to any other existing member chapter provided:
a. - The transferring chapter shall certify him to be a member in good standing and paid up in all his obligations. Certification shall be within 30 days of the request by such member for such certification.
b. - That he shall pay the required dues of the Chapter into which he or she transfers. One should not be required to pay any initiation fee or change.  
Section 6.  Charter – Charter of Membership
a. - Application for charters for member chapters shall be made through the office of the International Board of Directors.

b. - The International Board of Directors acting at a regular or special meeting shall approve the application for membership by a majority vote.
c. - The approved charter shall be issued and signed by the International President and the International Executive Secretary.

d. - Membership shall date from the date of granting of the charter. 

e. - The Board of Directors may, for good and compelling reasons, approve the merger of Filitalia chapters in a geographic area and/or change the name of the chapter and upon doing so the affected chapters shall surrender their charter within 30 days of action and new charter will be issued forthwith.

f. - Only members on the charter application as of the date of granting of the charter shall be considered charter members.

g. - New chapter should have no less than 12 members.

h. - The Chapters can propose to Filitalia International to give to some members the title of Correspondent, when the territorial extension of the Chapter is very large or there are areas not covered by representatives of Filitalia International. The BOD of Filitalia International will have the authority to: (a) accept or not the request; (b) decide the areas of competence and specific tasks to be given to the Correspondent. This task can be revoked, with an explanation, by the BOD of Filitalia International”.
Section 7.  Chapter Locations
A charter may be issued as set forth in section 6 to a qualified group in an area comprising more than one city, town, borough or municipal subdivision if such area compromises several small cities, towns, boroughs or municipal subdivisions upon the following conditions:
1. Such qualified groups so chartered may use as its name, which is commonly used to describe or designate such area.

2. For good cause, additional charters may be granted to cities, towns, boroughs or municipal subdivisions compromising part of the affected geographical area.

Section 8.  Charter Fees

New Chapter shall pay such charter fee and such per capita tax as shall be prescribed by Article VII of this constitution.
Section 9.  Chapter Constitution  All Filitalia Chapters shall adopt the model Constitution attached to this Constitution, together with all amendments adopted and in no case shall any chapter constitution be in contravention of this Constitution.
Section 10.  Termination of Membership
a. Indebtedness: A chapter which is in arrears for any financial obligation or obligations to Filitalia International for a period of one year or more shall cease to be a member chapter of Filitalia International and shall forfeit and return its charter, provided that the following procedure shall have been properly complied with:
      The Treasurer shall notify any Filitalia Chapter of such indebtedness. This notice
      Shall be by registered mail to both the president and the secretary of such chapter.  

      If the indebtedness shall not have been paid within 60 days from the mailing of   

      such notice, a final notice shall be mailed by the Treasurer in the same manner. 
      Failure of such Filitalia Chapter to pay such indebtedness within 60 days after the 
      date of mailing of such final notice shall cause such Filitalia Chapter to cease to 
      be a Filitalia Chapter. The treasurer shall immediately notify the Board of   

      Directors of the names of such chapters so ceasing to member chapters, together 
      with proofs of mailing of the notice.  

b. Restored Membership - A chapter, which has ceased to be a member under the section 10.a, may at the discretion of the International Board of Directors, be restored to membership upon payment in full of its indebtedness. 
c. Attendance: It shall be the duty of each chapter to be represented at the International Convention. Failure to send an accredited delegate for three years without good and sufficient cause may cause the charter to such chapter in Filitalia International to be forfeited by action of International Board of Directors provided that the procedure set forth in Sec 10.d, have been complied with.
d. Discipline:  The Board of Directors by majority vote may discipline or suspend chapter, or expel such chapter, provided that a copy of the charges against such chapter has been served personally or mailed by registered mail, return receipt requested, to the President and Secretary of such chapter at least 30 days before the hearing, to be held at or near the location of the chapter. The chapter so charged shall have the opportunity to be heard in full and shall be entitled to be represented by counsel in its own behalf and in its own choosing. In the event such charges are heard by a committee designated for that purpose by the International Board of Directors, then the decision of that committee shall be binding unless over-ruled by a 2/3 vote of the International Convention. A right to appeal to the International Convention shall be by the service of a notice of appeal upon the International Secretary within 60 days following the decision of the International Board of Directors or the committee designated for that purpose of the International Board of Directors. The debate on such appeal to the International Convention shall be limited by the rules of the Convention or by special orders of the day.
e. Resignation: Any chapter may resign from Filitalia International and such resignation shall become effected upon the acceptance thereof by the Board of Directors. No such resignation shall not be accepted until all indebtedness of any chapter to Filitalia International shall have been paid in full and the charter of such chapter has been returned together with a surrender of all rights to the use adopted by Filitalia International.
f. Surrender: Any chapter which shall cease, for any cause, to be a member of Filitalia International shall relinquish the word Filitalia in its club name and shall not thereafter use the name, the emblems, the insignia or designations provided by Filitalia International in any way.
Section11.  Ratification of Constitution
Every Filitalia Chapter heretofore or hereafter granted a charter, in accepting the same hereby accepts, ratifies and agrees to be bound in all things, not contrary at law, encompassed in this Constitution of Filitalia International, together with any amendments or supplements thereto and to fully and completely observe the provisions and the spirit.
Article IV

Parliamentary Authority

Robert’s Revised Rules of Order, as the same shall, from time to time, be up-dated and revised, shall be the authority for all matters of procedure not specifically covered by this Constitution, or by special rules of procedure of the day adopted by Filitalia International.
Article V

Governing Body

Section 1.
            The governing administrative and legislative body shall be the Board of Directors, consisting:
a. - All elected International Officers
b. - All past International Presidents
c. – All District Governors outside USA; in absence of a District Governor, the first Deputy District Governors shall vote instead.         
d. [All District Governors; in the absence of a District Governor, the First Deputy Distric Governor shall vote in his or her stead;]

e. - Chapter Presidents or Vice Presidents, if no [District Governors exists for the geographic area].

f. – Members Emeritus (consisting of former Directors of the International Board of Directors) selected by the majority of a quorum of the current Board of Directors; they must have been and must still be active members to deserve such a position. A Member Emeritus shall be a no-voting member of the Board of Directors; and

g. Additional Directors, not to exceed ten, to be elected at the Filitalia International Convention.

Section 2.  Powers and Duties
The International Board of Directors
a. - Shall have the control and management of the affaire and the funds of Filitalia International, in conformity with this Constitution. 

b. - Shall incur no indebtedness beyond the estimated income for each fiscal year.

c. - Shall have jurisdiction over the affairs of local chapters and members whenever questions arise which may involve conformity to this Constitution or the aims, objectives and policies of Filitalia International. 

d. - Shall be charged with the duty of doing whatever may be necessary for the furtherance of the purpose of Filitalia International, or chapters, the attainment of the objectives of Filitalia, the study and teachings of the fundamentals, the preservation of its ideals, its ethics, its unique features or organization and its expansion program throughout the world.

e. - Shall exercise general control and supervision over all elected officers and may, for good cause, after hearing, remove any elected officer by a 2/3 vote of the Board of Directors in session. The Board shall serve, through its Executive Secretary, by registered mail or personal service, a notice containing the charges, date, time and place of the hearing thereof. This notice shall be noticed no later than 30 days prior to the scheduled hearing. At such hearing, to be held at or near the place of residence of such officer, such elected officer shall be entitled to be represented by counsel of his choice.

f. - Shall cause to be published an official publication and shall adopt rules and regulations in connection therewith. 

g. - Shall have the power to adopt, modify, change or revoke By-laws for the administrative management of Filitalia International.

h. - Shall be caused to be operated and maintained an International Headquarters office of Filitalia International with proper staff equipment and facilities and shall adopt rules and regulations for the conduct thereof.

i. - Shall, at the beginning of its term of office, adopt a financial budget, not to exceed 95% of the anticipated per capita revenue as determined by the most recent certified list of Filitalia chapters closest to the date of the adopted budget and such other income as may be realistically anticipated and shall budget its expenditures according; provided that if this not be practical in the judgment of the Board of Director, they may adopt a temporary budget not exceeding 50% of the budget for the prior fiscal year.

j. - Shall examine all records of officers at least once a year. The International Treasurer and Executive Secretary shall adopt a uniform bookkeeping system.    The International Treasurer and Executive Secretary shall distribute an up-to-date financial report to the Executive Board and International Officers every 90 days beginning October 1, January 1, April 1, and July 1.
k. The Executive Committee 
1. An Executive Committee of the International Board of Directors shall act for and on behalf of the International Board of Directors during the periods between its regular meetings, with such power and for such purposes as the International Board of Directors shall delegate to it.

2. The Executive Committee of the International B.O.D. shall be composed of all the elected Officers of Filitalia International as contained in Article VI, Sec 1, and such additional members of the B.O.D. not to exceed a total of ten as may be elected pursuant to Article V, Sec 1e.

3. The presence of majority of the members of the executive committee including the International President or International Vice President shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

4. The International President or the majority of the Executive Committee shall have the power and authority to call meetings of the Executive Committee. Except in situations of an emergency nature requiring immediate action, members of the Executive Committee shall be given at least 10 days prior notice of the time and place of an Executive Committee meeting. Meeting of an emergency nature shall be called on five days notice. Any action taken pursuant shall be effective as long as a quorum existed at such a meeting.

l. - Decisions of this Board shall be final only after distribution to each member chapter of copies of the minutes wherein such decisions are contained and, thereafter unless a notice appeal shall be filed in writing with Executive Secretary within 30 days following the publication or distribution of the decision of the Board. All the appeals shall be heard by a special committee, appointed by the President, which shall review the matter and submit its findings to the Filitalia Convention. A 2/3 vote shall be necessary in the Convention to overrule the decision of the B.O.D. The debate on such appeal shall be limited by the rules of the convention, by this constitution, by any special orders of the day. Any action taken by the B.O.D. prior to the filing of an appeal as aforesaid shall be valid and binding.
m. - Special conventions may be called by the President or by a majority of the B.O.D.

n. - No Director shall be personally liable, as a Director, for monetary damages for any action taken against Filitalia International or director personally. This limitation of liability is intended to provide to all Such Directors the maximum protection from personal liability as is allowed under 15 PA.C.S.A. S 5713, any amendments and/or replacements, and any other applicable law, whether now existing or enacted. This provision must be incorporated into the constitution and by laws of any such Filitalia Chapter.

Section 3.  Insignia and Paraphernalia
The Board shall require that all paraphemilia such as banners, buttons, pins, membership badges, membership cards seals, road signs and such other things related to Filitalia International be standard and uniform be used for the exclusive benefit of the members of Filitalia International.

Section 4.  Meetings
The Board shall meet at least four times a year. The first meeting of the B.O.D. shall take place immediately following the adjournment of the International Convention. The President shall have the power and authority to call special meetings of the B.O.D. upon 30 days notice to the members.

Section 5.  Quorum

a. Presence of a majority of the members of the B.O.D., including the International President, or an International Vice President or the Executive Secretary, shall constitute a quorum.

       b.Allow members of the Filitalia International Board of Directors, outside the local area, (i.e. Canada, Italy, etc…) to participate and be counted at the meetings via conference call or other modality of communication.

Section 6.  Voting Power 
Once a quorum is present, the majority rule shall apply except as otherwise provided herein to all matters to be voted upon. A “majority” shall be construed to mean a majority of those present and voting.
Section 7.  Avoidance of Politics

Filitalia International is non-political and shall conduct its business according.

Section 8. Term of office 
The term of the B.O.D. and all other elected officers shall commence at the adjournment of the Filitalia Convention and shall terminate at the adjournment of the next succeeding Filitalia Convention.

Article VI

Officers

Section 1.  Elected Officers

The elected officers of Filitalia International shall be:
a. President

b. First Vice President

c. Second Vice President

d. District Governors

e. Secretary 

f. Treasurer

g. General Counsel

h. Auditor

i. Director of Finance

Section 2.  Other Elected Officers

Additional elected officers of Filitalia International shall be such officers as are necessary for the performance of the administrative work of Filitalia International and who are elected at the Filitalia Convention.
Section 3.  Qualifications. 
a. - Each candidate for elective office shall be an active member in good standing of a Filitalia Chapters.
b. - Each candidate for elective office must be nominated for that office by his or her own chapter. Such candidate must be present at the convention at which the election is taking place; their consent to candidacy for office shall be manifested in writing to the Nomination Committee.

c. - A candidate for President, in order to qualify for such office, must have been a Filitalia Chapter President and a member of Filitalia International for at least 5 years prior to the time of their taking office. Not less than a majority of the voting members at the Filitalia Convention shall elect such candidate to such office. The candidate who receives a majority of votes during the run-off election shall be elected to office. 
d. - Any candidate for offices other than the president shall have been an active member in good standing of a chapter for at least one year prior to the time of taking office and shall be elected to office by no less than a majority of the voting members at the Filitalia Convention. In any initial vote, if a plurality and not majority results, then a run-off election will be immediately held between the two candidates who received the greatest number of votes during initial vote. In such case, the candidate who receives the majority of votes shall be elected to office.

e. - A candidate for Auditor or the Director of Finance, in order to qualify for office, must either be a certified public accountant, an approved enrolled agent of the I.R.S., or a licensed public accountant.
f. - A candidate for General Counsel must be a licensed attorney at law and in good standing in at one state and one federal jurisdiction of the U.S.

Section 4.  Term of Office
The term of office of each Filitalia Officer identified in Article VI, Sec 1-2, Shall be two years beginning at the adjournment of the Filitalia Convention at which he or she is elected, and terminating at the adjournment of the Filitalia Convention 2 years after or until his or her successor in office shall have been elected. The President of Filitalia International and the President of any Chapter may hold office for no more than two consecutive terms of two years each.

Section 5.  Vacancies
a. - In the event of a vacancy of the Office of President, the First Vice President shall succeed the President in Office for the unexpired term of office.

b. - In the event of death, resignation or removal of any elected officer other than the President, the President shall appoint a successor who shall serve until the regular election held at the next Convention.

c. - In the event that a District Governor is elected to another office or otherwise vacates the office of District Governor, his/her office shall automatically become vacant and their successor shall be selected in according with Article VIII, Sec 5.

Section 6.  Compensation
All officers, including the B.O.D., shall serve without compensation. However, the B.O.D. shall have the power to reimburse officers and committee chairpersons for administrative expenses, provided that the same are set forth in the established budget on a yearly basis.

Section 7.  Duties of Officers
a. President - Shall be the chief executive officer of Filitalia, and shall preside at all conventions, meetings of B.O.D. and shall supervise the work and activities of Filitalia International. The President shall appoint all standing committees from time to time in the President’s discretion. The President shall perform all other duties that usually pertain to the office. The President shall be empowered to call, issue and cause to be mailed to each Filitalia Chapter an official call for the Filitalia Convention and shall be empowered to call, issue and cause to be mailed to the members of the B.O.D., all of which the notices shall be mailed 30 days prior to the date of the convention or meeting. The President is empowered in case of emergency to call for a special meeting. He shall appoint and have power to remove committee members. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all committees and shall act as Chairperson of the special committee of the B.O.D. for charter approval. 
b. First Vice President - Shall assist the President in the performance of all duties as chief executive officer of Filitalia International. In absence of President, the First Vice President shall preside at all conventions and meetings of B.O.D. In the event of the incapacity of the President, the First Vice President shall be designated by the B.O.D. as “Acting President.”
c. Second Vice President - Shall assist the President by supervising the activities of all Filitalia Chapter Presidents and Secretaries, and shall perform other duties as are assigned by the President.
d. District Governor - Shall have powers and duties as are set forth in Article VIII.
e. Secretary - Shall be the custodian of the seal of Filitalia International and shall affix the same, along with his/her signature, to all papers and documents to be signed on behalf of Filitalia International by the President. Shall record minutes of all Conventions and B.O.D. meetings and mail a copy to each Chapter and Officer.
f. Treasurer - Shall be the custodian of all funds of Filitalia International, and shall deposit all such funds in the bank or other financial institution approved by the B.O.D. It is his/her duty to send all statements of per capita taxes, assessments, fines, or indebtedness of each chapter immediately upon office and periodically. The Treasurer, Auditor, and Director of Finance shall prepare a budget of submission to the B.O.D. for approval. He/she should maintain a bookkeeping system and render a financial report of income and expenses for the preceding year and balance sheet setting forth assets, liabilities, and net worth of Filitalia International. The Treasurer shall give bond for the faithful discharge of his/her duties in a sum and with sureties as required by B.O.D.
g. General Counsel - Shall supervise legal matters pertaining to Filitalia International and assist the President in constitutional interpretation and procedure.
h. Auditor - Shall audit the books and records maintained by the Treasurer and render a report of his/her findings to the B.O.D. and Convention. He/She shall prepare and submit for approval and execution of all Federal and State reports and returns and keep record of awards. The Auditor shall assist the Treasurer and shall perform duties assigned by the President and B.O.D.
i. Director of Finance - Shall prepare an annual budget and submit the same to the B.O.D. for their approval.
Article VII

Revenue

Section 1.  Fiscal Year
The Fiscal Year of Filitalia International shall commence on July 1 and end June 
30. 

Section 2.
Each Chapter shall on July 1 of each year file with the Headquarters office a list of the names and addresses of the members, delegates, and officers of a Chapter. In the event that any chapter shall fail to file its certified list and pay its per capita tax 15 days prior to the time of the Convention, then the President and delegates shall not be eligible to be seated and vote.

Section 3.  Per Capita Tax

Each Filitalia Chapter shall pay to Filitalia International  a per capita tax of Ten Dollars ($ 10.00) per member per annum, Twenty Dollars ($ 20.00) per family membership per annum or Five Dollard ($5.00) per student membership per annum, except that no per capita tax must be paid new Filitalia chapter members in the first fiscal year of their enrollment. Such tax is payable annually and to be used by Filitalia International only for such purposes as are consistent with this Constitution. It should be paid to the Treasurer on the basis of a certified membership list filed with the Secretary by July 1. 50% of the per capita tax is due July 1 and the balance subject to adjustments shall be due Nov 30. Each chapter shall report monthly all new members along with a copy of their application for membership. All chapters should submit to Filitalia International a nun-refundable fee of $25. Filitalia International may increase assessments if approved by B.O.D. by a vote of 2/3 of those present. A notice in writing of an increase shall be mailed to each chapter no later than 60 days prior to the Convention.
Article VIII

District Administration

Section 1.  Creation and Revision of Districts
The B.O.D. shall create and supervise districts composed of Filitalia Chapters with the terms provided in section 2 of this Article. The B.O.D. shall have the power to change the composition of any district. Written notice of such change shall be submitted to the chapters within 30 days following a decision by the B.O.D. Any objections shall be made at the next meeting; the change shall be given effect immediately without further notice.

Section 2. District Composition 
In any state in which there are 3 or more chapters, the B.O.D. shall create at least one district. No district shall comprise less than 2 Chapters or more than 9. Any state that has 1 chapter, the B.O.D. shall assign the chapter to the district geographically closest.

Section 3. District Governor- 1 year term of office 
The chief executive and administrative office in any district shall be of the District Governor. He shall be responsible for the execution of the policies and programs in his/her district and shall have supervision of all chapters in the district. A candidate for the office of District Governor shall have the following qualifications:
a. - Must have been a member in good standing of a Filitalia Chapter in the district for at least 2 years.

b. - Shall have served as the president of a Filitalia Chapter.
The District Governor shall be elected by the chapters in his/her district at a district meeting to be held prior to the Convention, but not before June 1. If a district meeting and an election are not held, then the district shall not be represented at the Convention or meeting of the B.O.D. until the election takes place.

Section 4.  District Meetings- 4 meetings annually
a. - The first shall be held before October 15, the second before Jan 15, the third before April 15, fourth before July 15.

b. - The voting power shall be vested in the following : 

i. Chapter President

ii. Chapter Delegates or Alternate Delegates, in the absence of delegates in accordance with the number of Delegates or Alternates allowed each chapter for the Convention as set forth in Article IX, Sec 5.

iii. The District Governor shall vote only in the event of a tie vote.

c. - A quorum of a District meeting shall be the majority of the Filitalia Chapters in that District represented by any one or more of those persons entitled to vote under sub-section 4.b of this section.
d. - The District Governor shall be the Presiding Officer at all District Meetings. In the absence of the District Governor he shall nominate a substitute to act as a Presiding Officer at any meeting.

e. - Any district meetings shall be called upon ten days notice in writing to all Filitalia Chapter Presidents whose chapters are located within the district. The notice shall specify the date, time and place of the meetings.

Section 5.  Vacancies
In the event that a vacancy shall occur in the Office of District Governor, the International President shall appoint a qualified member of one of the chapters in the district as an acting District Governor. The acting District Governor shall call a District meeting which will take place within 30 days of his/her appointment at which meeting a qualified member in good standing of a Filitalia Chapter in the District shall be elected District Governor to serve the unexpired term of the District Governor.
Section 6.  Appointive District Officers
a. - The District governor shall appoint the following District Officers:

i. Secretary 

ii. Treasurer

iii. Such other officers as the District Governor shall require assisting him/her in carrying out the programs and policies of Filitalia International in the District.

b. - Such appointive officer shall, under the direction of the District Governor, assist, aid, and encourage all the Filitalia Chapters in their district to participate in and carry out the programs and policies of Filitalia International in that district.

c. - All appointive District Officers shall serve at the pleasure of the District Governor.

Section 7.
The actual and reasonable expenses of the District Governor for attendance at meetings of the International B.O.D. and District Governors Conference and the maintenance and operation of the District Governor’s Office shall be borne by the Filitalia Chapters in the district. The expenses include travel, room, and registration fees. The method of financing these expenses and the amount shall be determined by a majority vote at a District Meeting. In addition, the expenses of the office of the District Governor shall include other expenses deemed necessary for the operation and maintenance of the office of the District Governor. The method of financing these expenses shall be determined by a majority vote at a District Meeting. The obligation of each chapter to pay the proportionate share of such expenses shall be considered indebtedness to Filitalia International, and Chapter not meeting its obligations under this Section 7 shall not be permitted to vote at the district meetings as provided in Article VIII, Section 4.
Article IX

 Convention

Section 1.
The annual Convention of Filitalia International shall be held during the month of April at a site determined by the B.O.D. at least three months prior to the date of the Convention.

Section 2.
Special Conventions may be called by the President or majority of the B.O.D.

Section 3.
The secretary shall mail to each member chapter an official call to the Annual Convention at least 60 days prior to the date of the convention and an official call for any special conventions at least 30 days prior to the date of that convention.

Section 4.  Presiding Officer 
The President shall appoint the Presiding Officer of the biannual International Convention or any special Convention.

Section 5.  Representation 
Each Filitalia Chapter shall be represented at every Filitalia Convention by two delegates or two alternates who shall act only in the absence of each delegate if total certified membership list of Filitalia Chapter is 50 members or less, but if membership exceeds 50 members there shall be an additional delegate or alternate for every additional 25 members. In addition, the President of the chapter shall be a delegate by virtue of his/her office.
Section 6.  Voting Power
The voting power at any Filitalia International Convention shall be vested in:
a. - The Delegates of Filitalia International Chapters
b. - The Alternate Delegates of Filitalia Chapters in the absence of the Delegates of     the Chapters.

c. - The President and in his/her absence, the Vice President.

d. - All elected Officers, [including District Governors].
e. - All past Presidents in good standing

Each person entitled to vote at any Filitalia International Convention shall not cast more than one vote on any question submitted to the convention.

Every person entitled to vote at any Filitalia International Convention shall register and pay the full-required registration fee. No such person shall be entitled to vote in any Filitalia International Convention until he/she is registered.
There shall be no voting by proxy at any Filitalia International Convention. No person shall be entitled to vote at any convention unless his or her chapter has submitted its certified membership list and paid its per capita tax.

Section 7.  Quorum
One-half of the member chapters in Filitalia International represented by a registered delegate or a Filitalia Officer shall constitute a quorum for the convening of any Convention

Section 8.  Power of the Convention
All those persons identified in Section 6 shall have the following powers at the Convention:
a. - Election of all officers, except the district governors who shall be elected as set forth in Article VIII, Sec 3d.
b. - Amendments to the Constitution

c. - Receipt of reports of the President, Treasurer, Auditor, Secretary and such other reports as may be deemed necessary by the President and take of such action thereon not inconsistent with the action or powers of the B.O.D.
d. - Any other business referred to the Convention by the International B.O.D.

Section 9.  Commissions
At each Convention, or prior thereto, the President shall appoint the following commissions and their Chairpersons; commissions shall be composed of not less than five accredited voting members of the convention assembly.
a. Commission on Credentials - It shall be the duty of this commission, under the direction of its chairperson, to examine and certify the authority of each member of the Convention Assembly. The authority of each voting member of the convention assembly shall be determined by reference of the certified list required by Article VIII, Sec 2. Copies of the certified list shall be supplied to the Credentials Commission at the convening of the Convention. A number of seats equal to the number of delegates duly certified to the Credentials Commission shall be reserved exclusively for such delegates.
b. Nominating Commission - This committee shall be appointed by the President at least 45 days prior to the opening of the Convention and he/she shall notify all appointed members thereof, and forward a list of the same to all chapter members. The commission shall be composed of a representative group of seven members selected from different districts. In the event that an appointed person cannot serve, the President shall forthwith appoint a substitute without further notice. Each Chapter can recommend to this commission, in writing, its choice of candidates for Filitalia Officers to be received by the Commission Chairperson at least 15 days before the convention convenes. It shall be the duty of this commission to receive and give serious consideration to all recommendations for each International Office and to recommend to the Delegates, on the strength thereof a slate of officers for the ensuing year. The Nomination Commission shall not nominate any candidate whose chapter has not submitted its certified list and paid its per capita tax pursuant to Article VII, Sec2. Nominations for all Officers shall be in the following form:
The Filitalia Chapter of _______ places in nomination for the Office of _______ the name of __________.
Nominations from the floor may also be made by any Representative identified in Sec 5, providing the nomination and the seconding is made by a delegate from the chapter of which the nominee is a member. In the interest of fairness in each office where a nomination and seconding speech is made for a nominee from the floor, the Presiding Officer of the Convention shall provide an equal opportunity to the Nominating Commission to be heard on the nominee of that office.
c. Other Commission - The President may also appoint other commissions, as he/she seems necessary for the proper conduct of Convention Business.
d. Reports - All commission shall submit a written report to the Convention Secretary within one week after conclusion of the Filitalia Convention.
Section 10.  Rules of Convention Procedure 
a. Agenda- Purpose of business meetings for the Convention shall be the order of the day for all sessions. Changes may be made by a majority vote. This agenda shall be consistent with the powers enumerated in Section 8.
b. Debate Limit- In debate, any member has the right to speak not more than three times on the same questions on the same day. No member shall speak in convention longer than 5 minutes at one time, except as provided in the agenda, or by majority vote during the Convention.

Section 11.  List of Convention Participants

The list of all participants (including substitutes) in the convention must be prepared and sent by all Filitalia Chapters to Filitalia International at least 15 days prior to the Convention. Except for extenuating circumstances determined by the B.O.D. to be justifiable, no changes to the list may be made within the 15 day period.
Article X

Amendments
Section 1 
All amendments to this constitution shall be made at the International Convention, in accordance with the hereinafter set forth procedure.
a. - The proposed amendment shall be submitted in writing by a Filitalia Chapter, a district, or the B.O.D., to the General Counsel at least 60 days prior to the Filitalia International Convention.

b. - General Counsel shall examine all proposed amendments as to meaning, legality, consistency, and form.

c. - At least 30 days prior to the Filitalia International Convention, General Counsel shall certify to the Secretary the proposed amendments which he/she has received, together with his/her comments as to the meaning legality, consistency and form of each.

d. - The Secretary or in his/her absence, the person such as the President may designate, shall mail to each Filitalia Chapter and each elected Officer, a copy of all proposed amendments together with General Counsel’s Comments at least 15 days prior to the date of the Filitalia International Convention.
e. - At the Filitalia Convention at which the proposed amendments shall be voted upon, the General Counsel shall be Chairperson of the Constitutional Commission, which shall meet and discus all the proposed amendments and shall recommend the adoption or rejection of all the proposed amendments. The General Counsel shall present the recommendations of the Constitutional Commission to the Convention.

Section 2
            An affirmative vote 2/3 of those present and qualified to vote at the Convention shall be required for adoption of each amendment.

a. - The proposed amendment shall be adopted or rejected exactly as submitted to the Filitalia International Convention, except as to typographical errors.

b. - All amendments approved by the Filitalia Convention shall be binding and in effect immediately following the adoption thereof, unless otherwise provided in the body of the amendment.

Article XI

Standing Commissions

1.  Communication - This commission shall sponsor, organize and direct all public relations and media events, such as television, radio, newspaper, etc.

2.  Cultural Awareness Committee - 
Purpose: 

To promote Italian culture in the community through the celebration of the arts, education, language & cultural awareness.

Goals:

· Preservation of the Italian Language through promotion of the Advanced Placement (AP) Program and Italian Language Classes

· Celebration of Italian Heritage Month (October)

· To host Italian Cultural events such as cooking demonstrations & classes, lectures & speakers, wine tasting events, etc. 

· Promotion & support of the Filitalia International Scholarship and Student Exchange Programs

· Outreach to the local Community, Schools and Organizations to promote the Italian Culture 

· Support the History of Italian Immigration Museum purpose and goals
3. Expansion- This committee shall actively promote and recruit new chapters and retain present chapter’s membership. 

4.  Finance and Auditors - This commission, consisting of five members, appointed by the B.O.D. shall review the entire financial condition of Filitalia National. The committee will meet at least twice a year and report to the B.O.D. The members of the executive committee cannot be members of this committee.
5.  Fund Raising - This commission shall sponsor, organize, direct, and coordinate all fund raising functions.

6.  Humanitarian - This commission shall sponsor humanitarian aid to members of the community.

7.  Membership/New Chapters - This commission shall actively promote and recruit new members and chapters and retain present membership.
8.  Recreational - This commission organizes and directs all recreational and social events, such as picnics, general assemblies, dinner dances, sporting events and etc.

9.  Sport - This commission will organize sport’s events like; soccer, bocce tournament,                     foosball tournament, competitions, etc.   

10. History of Italian Immigration Museum-

Vision: 

History of Italian Immigration Museum - Celebrating Italian roots and American dreams.
Purpose: 

To Preserve the heritage of Italian Americans through stories that apply to all cultures; Connect the Italian – American community with its cultural roots; and Share our heritage with people of all backgrounds
Goals:

· To preserve, interpret and promote the natural and cultural inheritance of Italian Immigrants

· To maintain collections hold them in trust for the benefit of society and its development

· To hold primary evidence for establishing and furthering knowledge of Italian culture

· To provide opportunities for the appreciation, understanding and promotion of the natural and cultural Italian heritage

· To hold resources that provides opportunities for other public services and benefits

· To work in close collaboration with the communities from which their collections originate as well as those they serve

· To operate in a legal & professional manner

Article XII

Provisional Clauses

All provisions of this Constitution which appear within brackets ([ ]) shall have no force or effect until the time that the B.O.D. in its discretion, determines that any one or more of the provision shall become effective. In such event, said provision(s) shall become effective as of a date certain determined by the B.O.D., and become part of this Constitution as of such date, with the brackets around such provisions to be removed as of such date.
Article XIII

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OWNERSHIP

Chapters acknowledge and confirm that Filitalia International is the sole owner of the following intellectual property: 


1) all trademarks Filitalia International uses, including, without limitation: 



a) U.S. Registration No. 2,797,579 for FILITALIA and Design, 



b) Any future trademark registrations Filitalia International obtains anywhere in the World; and 



c) all common law and other trademark rights in FILITALIA and FILITALIA and Design everywhere in the World;

(a,b and c above collectively referred to as "Filitalia's Trademarks")


2) all copyrights in works created by Filitalia International.

(collectively referred to as "Filitalia's Copyrights")

A chapter of Filitalia International may only use Filitalia's Trademarks and Filitalia's Copyrights (including, but not limited to use in any type of advertising and as a corporate name and/or fictitious name) with the express written consent of Filitalia International, which may withdrawn by Filitalia International at any time at its sole discretion.  If Filitalia International withdraws its consent, a chapter will destroy all materials containing Filitalia's Trademarks and Filitalia's Copyrights or return them to Filitalia International at Filitalia International's discretion
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